Characteristic clinical features in a case of fulminant subacute sclerosing panencephalitis.
A 12-year-old girl with fulminant subacute sclerosing panencephalitis (SSPE) without myoclonic jerk and periodic EEG complexes is reported. She presented with blurred vision, fell into a coma after 2 weeks and died within 4 months. Magnetic resonance image (MRI) disclosed high intensity lesions in the lateral geniculate bodies, when the patient initially complained of blurred vision. Reviewing the cases of fulminant SSPE in the literature, more than half of the patients showed blurred vision or visual agnosia as an initial symptom. Most of those patients were female and rapidly deteriorated to a comatose state within 2 weeks. Based on the MRI study of the present patient, we speculate that the initial visual impairment in such patients can be attributed to the involvement of the lateral geniculate body.